Rush Point, Nessel Township, Chisago County, Minnesota 


Chisago County lies on the east central border of Minnesota and is separated from Wisconsin by the St 
river. The name of the county is derived from the Chippewa Indian words "Ki-Chi-Saga” which means "large. 
and lovely waters". Chisago county was created in 1851. The first settlers in the county were mostly Swede: 
found their way up the St. Croix to Stillwater and then inland to the southern part of the county in the Ta: 
Falls and Chisago Lakes area. The life and hardships of these early settlers is described very well in a se 
of books by Vilhelm Moberg starting with "The Emigrants" which was also made into a movie, 


Nessel Township is located in the northwest comer of the county and is named after Robert Nessel, the first 
settler in 1854, When the early settlers arrived, the Indians still lived in the area especially around the lakes. 
There are stories of the early settlers feeding them and giving them flour. Of course, there were some 
confrontations and eventually the Indians were chased away by the white men. The dominant natural feature 
of Nessel township is Rush Lake which is horseshoe-shaped, having an east and a west portion divided by a 
peninsula. It has a total of 35 miles of shoreline and five islands. Today there are several resorts on Rush Lake 
along with many cabins and year-around lake homes. 


Rush Point was a community which developed on the south-west side of Rush Lake. The first settlers were 
mainly Swedes who came in the 1860's and 1870's. The cutting of cord wood was the main "crop" in those early 
days along with farming for food. During the 1870's, there was a cooper mill where wooden barrels, kegs and 
pails were built. In 1895, a saw mill was built on the west shore of Rush Lake. Potatoes became an important 
‘commercial crop and were known for their good quality. Initially, churches were the first community structures 
at Rush Point, the Swedish Lutheran Church being built in 1876. A Baptist Church was also begun about that 
time. The original Lutheran church bumed down in 1912 and was replaced with a new building which stillis being 
used with modifications today. A general store and post office was built about 1879. A new structure replaced 
itin 1899 and still exists today. Rush Point gradually grew into a small hamlet with another store, a creamery 
builtin 1903, a blacksmith shop in 1913 and a mechanic's garage in 1918. It reached its peak around 1930 when 
there also was a town hall, barber shop, shoe repair, tailor shop and gas station. Only the store, garage and 
churches remain. The community had two schools. District 26 (Goebel school) served the area to the north and 
west of the Rush Point store, while District 24 (Nessel school) served the eastern area. District 26 was quite 
progressive in that the school had two rooms and two teachers, grades 1-4 being in one room and 5-8 in the 
other. In the early 1900's, Rush Point had a community band and a baseball team. The church and town hall 
were the center of social activities. The Challeen lakeshore property became a popular summer recreational 
destination in the early 1900's. 


Magnus and Andrew Challeon settled in 1870 on the west shore of Rush Lake, about two miles north of where 
the Rush Point store would be built. Their land was obtained from the Lake Superior and Mississippi River 
Railroad Company (later became Northern Pacific). A map published by the railroad in 1872 which is on file at 
the Minnesota Historical Society shows the Challeen property cross-hatched indicating that it was sold, Prices 
for land were quoted as from $4.00 to $8.00 per acre with up to seven years to pay at 7% interest. Magnus’ land 
was comprised of 56 acres and Andrew had 51 acres. At first, the two brothers lived together on Andrew's place 
and began clearing land. In 1872 they had only two acres being cultivated. In 1878 Andrew's personal property 
assessment listed 2 hogs, 1 wagon and 1 clock while Magnus listed 2 horses. By 1882 when their wives had 
arrived, Andrew had 20 acres of improved land with 1 horse, 1 cow, 1 sheep, 1 hog and 1 wagon, Magnus was 
now occupying his own property and had 10 acres of improved land along with 1 cow, 2 mules, 1 wagon and 
1 clock. Andrew died in 1883 and there was reduced activity at his place. In the 1890's Magnus was cultivating 
up to 25 acres and had as many as 2 horses, 7 cows, 1 sheep, 1 hog, 1 wagon, 1 dog, a sewing machine and 
a clock. By this time Magnus Challeen's lakeshore property began to be well known for its recreational value and 
gradually evolved into a resort which reached its peak in the 1930's under the proprietorship of his sons, Frank 
and Charley. 
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